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Aging	Road	User
Someone	who	is	a	
driver,	passenger,	
pedestrian,	bicyclist,	
transit-rider,	
motorcyclist,	or	
operator	of	a	non-
motorized	vehicle	who	
is	50 years	of	age	or	
older,	with	a	special	
focus	on	the	65 year	
and	older	age	group.





Insert	slide	with	65+	celebs



A	Little	History
1990:	FDOT’s	Elder	Road	User	
Program.
§ State	Traffic	Engineering	and	
Operations	Office.

§ Implemented	Roadway	
improvements	to	help	
compensate	for	age-related	
changes.

2004:	FDOT’s	Safe	Mobility	 for	Life	
Program.
§ Needed	 to	expand	focus	to	
make	a	difference	and	reduce	
crashes.



Our	Catalyst	for	Change:
Florida’s	65+	Population	Projections



Balance	safety	and	mobility	
needs	our	growing	aging	
population.
Promoting	a	positive	and	
empowering	approach	to	aging	
road	user	safety.
Working	together	to	improve	
safety,	access,	and	mobility	by	
implementing	a	comprehensive	
Aging	Road	User	Strategic	Safety	
Plan.
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Florida’s	Aging	Road	User	
Strategic	Safety	Plan

Comprehensive	plan	with	ten	
emphasis	areas	to	help	all	
stakeholders.
Tied	to	Florida’s	Strategic	
Highway	Safety	Plan.

At-Risk	Drivers	Emphasis	Area.

Aligns	with	the	Florida	
Transportation	Plan.
Data-driven	and	evaluation	based	
plan.
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Methodology	to	Establish	Priority	
Counties

Determined	both	urban	and	rural	priority	counties.
Rural	county:	Defined	in	Section	288.0656,	Florida	
Statutes.

A	county	with	a	population	of	75,000	or	less
A	county	with	a	population	of	125,000	or	less	which	is	contiguous	
to	a	county	with	a	population	of	75,000	or	less
Any	municipality	within	a	county	as	described	above

Priority	counties	are	selected	using	a	3-year	average	
rate	of	crashes	involving	individuals	aged	65+	
compared	to	the	population	of	65+	in	both	urban	
and	rural	counties.
Priority	counties	are	updated	annually.	





Resources



www.FLsams.org



Educational	Materials



Community	Champions

Local	liaison	between	priority	counties	and	
the	Coalition.
Provide	firsthand	knowledge	and	feedback	
on	how	to	reach	older	adults	in	their	
communities.
Collaborate	on	events	and	education	
materials	to	meet	local	needs.
Help	provide	access	to	local	transportation	
options	and	other	safety	resources.	

After	our	first	year,	TEN	counties	have	Community	Champions	



RURAL	
Community	Champions

Tend	to	wear	more	than	one	hat	in	their	
community.
May	be	connected	regionally	in	services	which	
are	often	shared	across	county	lines.
Connect	one-to-one	with	community	
members	and	service	recipients.
Have	a	strong	obligation	to	be	creative	with	
filling	service	needs.	





Questions?



Thank	you!

Gail	M.	Holley
Safe	Mobility	for	Life	Program	&	Research	

Manager
Florida	Dept.	of	Transportation

State	Traffic	Engineering	&	Operations	Office
Email:	gail.holley@dot.state.fl.us

Phone:	850-410-5414

Buddy	Cloud
Safe	Mobility	for	Life	Coalition
Safety	&	Mobility	Advocate

Phone:	850-728-2751


